
Red 

Point  Impact 

There was widespread famine  The population size fell 

There was a lack of planning 
and expertise in grain farming 

A shortage of grain supply 

Backyard furnaces were set up  People were forced to move 
homes 

The steel produced was largely 
useless 

This made conditions worse for 
the economy 

 
Yellow 

Point  Impact 

There was widespread famine  The population size fell 

There was a lack of planning 
and expertise in grain farming 

A shortage of grain supply 

Backyard furnaces were set up  People were forced to move 
homes 

The steel produced was largely 
useless 

This made conditions worse for 
the economy 

 
Green 
In an attempt to improve China’s economy, Mao introduced a focus 
on grain and steel production. Farmers were forced to work 
collectively on producing grain​; ​there was a lack of planning and 
expertise. As a result, a shortage in the supply of grain occurred and 
this contributed to famine. Widespread famine saw a large amount 
of deaths which reduced China’s population size. Backyard 
furnaces were set up to produce steel​: ​people were forced to move 
homes to work on this. Most of the steel produced was useless and 
this made conditions worse for China’s economy.  


