
Fast 5
Decide whether each sentence belongs in a narrative or 

newspaper:
-"Where did you find the box? Show me the exact spot," 

demanded the warden.
-Stanley commented, "I am over the moon and can't wait 

to return home." 
-Stanley said the warden ruled like a 'tyrant'. 
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Can I use reported speech?



What is the difference between direct speech and 
indirect / reported speech?

Direct speech is a direct quote or statement from a 
person. When we use direct speech, we always need 

to ensure we use correct speech punctuation.

Indirect / reported speech is more of an explanation 
of what someone said, rather than a direct quote.



No need to use inverted commas
We often use the word 'that' 

Tom said he hoped that the Martian could live with him

The police were quick to remind Tom that all alien ships 
became property of the government 

Tom, who has few friends, complained that the situation was 
extremely unfair



Reported Speech:

•doesn’t use speech marks 

•changes pronouns, and often also changes word order  

•adjusts verb tenses (and time phrases if necessary) 

•usually starts by telling you who spoke

•often uses “that…” - but you can omit it

•sometimes changes the verb too.








