
Summer Week 3 - English  Lesson 2

Can I punctuate speech 
correctly?



Fast Five - Answers on the next slide 

Add in the missing punctuation

earth day was meant to happen on the 22nd of april

did you know that by recycling plastic, we can help save 
the planet

many people believe that one way to help our planet by 
eating less meat



Fast Five - Answers 

Add in the missing punctuation

Earth Day was meant to happen on the 22nd of April.

Did you know that by recycling plastic, we can help save 
the planet?

Many people believe that one way to help our planet by 
eating less meat.



Today, we are going to look at punctuating direct speech.

Here are some of the rules:

1. The spoken words are shown with inverted commas on 
either side

2. The first spoken word begins with a capital letter.

3. The punctuation of the spoken word is recorded inside the 
inverted commas.

4. When there is a new speaker, start on a new line. 



Let me show you

“Toby! Where are you?” screamed Sam.

Toby could hear his call but could not reply. 

“I have to find him,” James replied. “I have to get him 
back.”

“Hello James,” Toby just about managed to say. 



Please take care!

●“Toby! Where are you”?

                                                             

●“Toby! Where are you?“



Now you have a go at punctuating the dialogue

They walked through the forest. It is dark here Peter 
said. Tom looked at him without saying a word at 
first.

I am a bit scared, he finally said. 

Don’t worry Peter replied. I am with you. They both 
continued in silence.



Answer

They walked through the forest. “It is dark here,” 
Peter said. Tom looked at him without saying a word 
at first.

“I am a bit scared,” he finally said. 

“Don’t worry. I am with you,” Peter replied. They both 
continued in silence.



Activity: 

Red - Punctuate the sentences correctly. Almost all of your 
sentences start with dialogue.

Yellow - Punctuate the sentences correctly. Some of your 
sentences start with dialogue while others end in dialogue.

Green - Punctuate the sentences correctly. In some of your 
sentences the dialogue is split. 


