
Can I give precise 
instructions?



Fast Five 

Can you highlight the imperative verbs in these 
sentences? 

1. Next, sift the flour into the bowl. 
2. After you have done that, hose down the 

elephant’s back. 
3. Grab a whisk and beat the eggs. 
4. Finally, when the cake is cooked, drizzle the 

icing over the top. 

Imperative verbs are thought of as 
‘bossy’ verbs. They indicate that 
you must carry out an action or 
instruction. 

E.g. put your bag down. 

Answers on the next slide



Fast Five 

Can you highlight the imperative verbs in these 
sentences? 

1. Next, sift the flour into the bowl. 
2. After you have done that, hose down the 

elephant’s back. 
3. Grab a whisk and beat the eggs. 
4. Finally, when the cake is cooked, drizzle the 

icing over the top. 

Imperative verbs are thought of as 
‘bossy’ verbs. They indicate that 
you must carry out an action or 
instruction. 

E.g. put your bag down. 



Giving precise instructions 

Follow this instruction:

On a piece of paper, draw a house. You have 2 minutes!



Does your house look like this?

If your house looks different to this 
one, then it means you weren’t 
given instructions that were 
precise. 

Precise instructions are important 
so that we know exactly what we 
need to do. 



How to make a bed

Which instruction is clearer?

● Put the fitted sheet on the bed.

● Carefully tuck each corner of the fitted sheet under each corner of 
the mattress.

The second option gives more precise details about where the sheet 
should go and how it should be put on.



Watch the video to see how to give precise 
instructions.  


